
Complete an Environmental Evaluation of the Proposed Action… 

Did the E.E. identify any impacts to wetlands (areas that meet 
wetland critera, including artificial wetlands, prior converted 
cropland, etc.)?  

Wetland Protection 
Policy not Applicable 

NO

YES Irrigation-induced wetlands are 
a special case, consult specific 
guidance in wetland protection 
policy.  Additionally, 
irrigation-induced wetlands are 
not subject to Swampbuster.

Are the wetlands the result of irrigation runoff or another 
source of water that could simply be turned off by the 
producer? 

YES

NO The Wetland Conservation 
(swampbuster) provisions of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 apply and allow 
mitigation of wetland impacts.   Is the producer a program participant who wishes to 

maintain eligibility for Farm Bill programs and the 
proposed action will allow production of a commodity 
crop? 

Inform client that Clean Water Act and 
state/local regulatory requirements may 
be applicable.   
If NRCS is providing technical or 
financial assistance, continue. 

NO

Inform client that E.O. 11990 requires that NRCS must go 
through mitigation sequencing when providing technical or 
financial assistance that impacts wetlands.  Does the client wish 
to proceed with NRCS assistance? 

YES 

During the Environmental Evaluation process, have you 
identified practicable alternatives that will avoid impacts to the 
wetlands? 

Provide the client with the 
technical assistance to plan, 
design, and implement the 
selected alternative, provided 
that the client obtains all 
necessary permits and agrees to 
implement appropriate 
compensatory mitigation.   

… that will minimize impacts to wetlands? 
YES

…that will compensate for unavoidable impacts to the 
wetlands? 

Is the client willing to proceed using the avoidance, 
minimization, and/or compensatory mitigation that has been 
identified? 

Cease technical assistance, 
inform client of FSA, CWA, 
and state and local regulatory 
requirements. 

 

 NO

YES


